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All persons are by nature free and independent, and have certain natural and unalienable rights, among which are those of 
enjoying and defending life and liberty, of acquiring, possessing, and protecting property, and ofpursuing and obtaining safety 
and happiness. — Article 1, Section 1, New Jersey State Constitution 


Thoughts for Constitution Day 

By Anthony Gregory 

By my reading, almost nothing 
the federal government does is 
Constitutional. The national security 
state and empire are dubious at best. 
The welfare state is unauthorized. 
Nothing in Article I, Section 8, the clause 
empowering Congress to legislate, gives 
that body authority over education, 
health care, the environment, most 
businesses, and most law and order 
issues. A strict interpretation of the 
Constitution would mean the immediate 
abolition of the Departments of 
Education, Health and Human Services, 
Energy, and the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, the Central Intelligence 
Agency, federal immigration controls, 
the Drug Enforcement Administration, 
antitrust regulation, the Food and Drug 
Administration, NASA, Obamacare, 
Medicare, Social Security, and hundreds 
of other programs and agencies. 

Virtually everything that Obama 
and Romney propose to do as president 
is unconstitutional and therefore illegal. 

Yet this seems not to matter to 
most Americans. And sadly, it has been 
this way for a long time. Even the first 
few presidents violated the Constitution. 
Washington’s championing of a National 
Bank, Adams’s Alien and Sedition Act, 
and Jefferson’s embargo and Louisiana 
Purchase were all on very shaky 
ground. But the Constitution was at least 
taken seriously. As late as the 1920s, 
politicians realized they could not simply 
ban alcohol on the federal level without 
changing the Constitution with the 
Eighteenth Amendment. By 1937, no 
such amendment was seriously 
considered for Franklin Roosevelt to ban 
marijuana. Indeed the entire New Deal 
was a war on the Constitution that early 
on faced resistance from the Supreme 


Court, until it caved and supported 
FDR’s power grabs. 

Partisans yap about the 
Constitution, but I don’t think they 
almost ever mean it. During the Bush 
administration, liberal Democrats 
attacked the president for 
unconstitutional searches on citizens 
without warrants and unconstitutionally 
depriving prisoners of due process 
rights in the war on terror. Now Obama's 
comrades have simply shut up about 
them. When Bush did it it was criminal. 
When Obama does it it is just playing 
politics, you see. 

Similarly, where were 
conservative Republicans when Bush 
expanded Medicare, signed No Child 
Left Behind, and shredded the Bill of 
Rights in the undeclared war on terror? 
Almost everything Bush did was just as 
unconstitutional as everything Obama 
does. 

It would be easier to count the 
number of things Congress and the 
president do that do have some 
Constitutional legitimacy. They fund and 
run the Post Office. Senators face 
election contests every six years. The 
federal government levies an income 
tax. 

But this raises the question of 
how great the Constitution is to begin 
with. It was ratified in 1789 and 
amended with the Bill of Rights in 1791, 
after years of revolution against Great 
Britain over centralized authority, 
militarized law enforcement, and 
taxation. Soon after, the DC government 
cracked down on tax protests and 
stripped political enemies of due 
process rights and the freedom of 
speech. 

The Constitution ushered in a 
far bigger, more powerful, more easily 
exploitable government than had existed 
under the Articles of Confederation. 


Founding Fathers like Patrick Henry 
wanted nothing to do with it. Thomas 
Jefferson thought it was unnecessary. 
The document created a powerful 
president, advocated by quasi¬ 
monarchists to resemble the English 
king, a tyrannical judicial branch, and a 
powerful Congress with the authority to 
tax, declare war, create bureaucracies, 
and suspend habeas corpus, over the 
wishes of individual states. The so- 
called Anti-Federalists saw the 
Constitution as a betrayal of the 
American Revolution. In many ways, it 
was. 

In short, the Constitution 
authorized a government worse than 
what existed before, and in some ways 
created a system worse than what the 
American colonists faced under British 
rule. Yet compared to the Constitution of 
1789, the current federal government is 
more despotic. As I’ve said before, the 
Constitution is far from libertarian, and 
the federal government is far from 
constitutional. 

Lysander Spooner, probably 
America’s greatest nineteenth century 
libertarian, was very critical of the 
Constitution, although he believed the 
worst crime against liberty in his time -- 
slavery — was illegal even by the 
imperfect Constitution’s standards. I 
guess that’s about how I feel. 

Today, many Americans would 
say that my interpretation of the 
Constitution is both too cynical and too 
romantic. It is too cynical, presumably, 
because I see the abuses of liberty so 
early on in the framing of the document. 
It is too romantic, I suppose, because 
today’s government is even worse than 
what the Constitution authorizes. For 
example, most Americans think the 
president’s powers - to assassinate 
anyone he wants, to regulate whatever 
he desires, to bomb any country his 













A Court Denounces 
“Executive Fiat” 

In a scalding opinion issued on 
Thursday, Judge Royce Lamberth of 
Federal District Court rejected new rules 
imposed by the Obama administration 
that limit access to counsel for prisoners 
at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, who are not 
actively challenging their detention. 

Calling the government's 
position an untenable challenge to the 
separation of powers, he said the 
administration had given itself "final, 
unreviewable power to delay, hinder or 
prevent access to the courts," which 
amounted to "executive fiat." 

Under the new rules, those not 
challenging their detention would not be 
guaranteed access to their lawyers. 
Instead, the military commander of 
Guantanamo would have "authority and 
discretion" to decide whether they could 
meet, and about other matters, like 
whether lawyers would have access to 
their own files containing classified 
information 

The judge wrote, "It is clear 
that the government had no legal 
authority to unilaterally impose" the new 
rules. He declared them null and void, 
saying the court would not abdicate "its 
great responsibility to guarantee that its 
doors remain open to these detainees." 

The decision keeps in place a 
court order that has ensured that all 
prisoners have access to lawyers and 
that their lawyers can use classified 
information, including documents they 
have produced while representing 
clients, and can discuss classified 
information with lawyers for other 
detainees. Those rules have worked 
acceptably for eight years; there is no 
reason to alter them. 

Access to the courts "means 
nothing without access to counsel," the 
judge said. Most of the prisoners do not 
speak English, some are illiterate, and 
all hail from foreign lands with wildly 
different legal systems. Their access to 
counsel is crucial to their right to prove 
that their detention is lawless. 

A decade after the first 
prisoners were taken to Guantanamo, 
"not a single one has been fully tried or 
convicted of any crime," Judge 
Lamberth wrote. He is completely right 
in his insistence that the administration 
respect the rule of law. 

-- N.Y. Times editorial 08 Sep 12 

Ed.: Anyone doubt that the 
government wouldn’t have used its 
stricken ‘‘new rules” against the militia? 

United Nations Morality 

Cuba - where there are no free 
elections and political opponents are 


jailed - was named vice chair of the 
U.N. Human Rights Council. 

Iran - where women - not men 

- who commit adultery are stoned to 
death - was elected to the U.N. 
Commission on the Status of Women. 

North Korea - a nation that 
continually violates U.N. Security 
Council resolutions with its secret 
nuclear weapons program - was 
appointed head of the U.N. Conference 
on Disarmament. 

Saudi Arabia - where women 
are forbidden to drive - was elected as 
a board member of U.N. Women, the 
agency in charge of ending 
discrimination against women. 

— World Jewish Congress Foundation 
mailer August 2012 

Violent Jihad 

Jihad (Arabic for "struggle") is a 
central duty of every Muslim. Modern 
Muslim theologians have spoken of 
many things as jihads: the struggle 
within the soul, defending the faith from 
critics, supporting its growth and 
defense financially, even migrating to 
non-Muslim lands for the purpose of 
spreading Islam. 

But violent jihad is founded on 
numerous verses of the Qur'an -- most 
notably, one known in Islamic theology 
as the "Verse of the Sword": "Then, 
when the sacred months have passed, 
slay the idolaters wherever ye find them, 
and take them (captive), and besiege 
them, and prepare for them each 
ambush. But if they repent and establish 
worship and pay the poor-due, then 
leave their way free. Lo! Allah is 
forgiving, merciful" (Sura 9:5). 

Sahih Bukhari, which Muslims 
regard as the most trustworthy of the 
traditions of Muhammad, records this 
statement of the Prophet: "Allah assigns 
for a person who participates in (holy 
battles) in Allah's Cause and nothing 
causes him to do so except belief in 
Allah and in His Messengers, that he will 
be recompensed by Allah either with a 
reward, or booty (if he survives) or will 
be admitted to Paradise (if he is killed in 
the battle as a martyr)." 

Ibn Khaldun (1332-1406), a 
pioneering historian and philosopher, 
was also a legal theorist. In his 
renowned Muqaddimah, the first work of 
historical theory, he notes that "in the 
Muslim community, the holy war is a 
religious duty, because of the 
universalism of the Muslim mission and 
(the obligation to) convert everybody to 
Islam either by persuasion or by force." 
In Islam, the person in charge of 
religious affairs is concerned with 
"power politics," because Islam is "under 


obligation to gain power over other 
nations." 

Violent jihad is a constant of 
Islamic history. The passages quoted 
above and many others like them form a 
major element of the motivation of jihad 
warriors worldwide today. No major 
Muslim group has ever repudiated the 
doctrines of armed jihad. The theology 
of jihad, with all its assumptions about 
unbelievers, lack of human rights and 
dignity, is available today as a 
justification for anyone with the will and 
the means to bring it to life. 

Jihad Watch is dedicated to 
bringing public attention to the role that 
jihad theology and ideology play in the 
modern world and to correcting popular 
misconceptions about the role of jihad 
and religion in modern-day conflicts. By 
shedding as much light as possible on 
these matters, we hope to alert people 
of good will to the true nature of the 
present global conflict. 

- From "Why Jihad Watch?", 
www.jihadwatch.org 

Minnesota jury strikes blow for 
freedom 

A Minnesota farmer was 
cleared of violating state laws for 
distributing raw milk Thursday, a verdict 
advocates for such foods called their 
first major legal victory. 

A Hennepin County jury found 
Alvin Schlangen not guilty of three 
misdemeanor counts of selling 
unpasteurized milk, operating without a 
food license and handling adulterated or 
misbranded food. 

The trial highlighted a deep 
national divide between raw milk 
advocates who contend unpasteurized 
dairy products can relieve allergies and 
prevent illness and public health officials 
who warn that raw milk can cause 
serious and sometimes fatal diseases, 
such as E. coli, salmonella and listeria. 

"It's a big step in the right 
direction," Schlangen, 54, said 
Thursday, flanked by celebrating 
supporters. "I have a hard time 
understanding how this basic freedom 
has been so hard to maintain." 

The raw milk debate emerged 
two years ago, when eight people were 
sickened by E. coli bacteria in raw milk 
that was linked to Minnesota producer 
Mike Hartmann. Hartmann faces similar 
charges as Schlangen did and is 
expected to be tried this fall. He also 
faces a lawsuit filed by the father of a 
boy who got sick from drinking raw milk. 

Schlangen, an organic egg 
farmer, doesn't produce milk himself but 
operates Freedom Farms Co-op, a 
private club with roughly 130 members 




who buy various farm products, 
including raw milk. Schlangen picks up 
the milk products from an Amish farm 
and delivers them to members. 

He was charged in 2010 after 
Minnesota Department of Agriculture 
inspectors discovered his products at 
Traditional Foods, a Minneapolis natural 
foods outlet. Under Minnesota law, milk 
that hasn't been pasteurized (heat- 
treated to kill harmful bacteria) can be 
sold only in limited amounts on the farm 
where it's produced. Schlangen 
maintained that he was operating a 
private cooperative and not a business. 
He also noted that no one got sick from 
the milk he distributed. 

-- "Minnesota farmer cleared in milk 
case," startribune.com, Sep. 20, 2012 

ATF’s Latest Gun Grab 

The Obama administration is 
making it easier for bureaucrats to take 
away guns without offering the accused 
any realistic due process. Last week, 
the Justice Department granted the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives (ATF) authority to “seize 
and administratively forfeit property 
involved in controlled-substance 
abuses.” That means government can 
grab firearms and other property from 
someone who has never been convicted 
or even charged with any crime. 

It’s a dangerous extension of 
the civil-forfeiture doctrine, a surreal 
legal fiction in which the seized property 
— not a person — is put on trial. This 
allows prosecutors to dispense with 
pesky constitutional rights, which 
conveniently don’t apply to inanimate 
objects. In this looking-glass world, the 
owner is guilty until proved innocent and 
has the burden of proving otherwise. 

James Lieto found out about 
civil forfeiture the hard way when the 
FBI seized $392,000 from his business 
because the money was being carried 
by an armored-car firm that had fallen 
under a federal investigation. Mr. Lieto 
was never accused of any crime, yet he 
spent thousands in legal fees to get his 
money back. 

Law enforcement agencies 
love civil forfeiture because it’s 
extremely lucrative. The DOJ’s Assets 
Forfeiture Fund had $2.8 billion in booty 
in 2011, according to a January audit. 
The new ATF rule undoubtedly is 
designed to ramp up the gun-grabbing 
because, as the rule justification claims, 
“The nexus between drug trafficking and 
firearm violence is well established.” 

The main problem is that civil 
forfeiture creates a perverse profit 
motive, leaving bureaucrats with strong 
incentives to abuse a process that 


doesn’t sufficiently protect those who 
may be wrongly accused. Criminal 
forfeiture is more appropriate because 
it’s tied to a conviction in a court with the 
option of a jury trial and evidence 
beyond a reasonable doubt. Innocents 
like Mr. Lieto have to fight against the 
might of the U.S. government with a 
watered-down standard that stacks the 
legal deck so prosecutors can get a 
quick win. 

The rule extending civil- 
forfeiture power to the ATF recognizes 
this dynamic, stating with perhaps 
unconscious cynicism that an 
uncontested civil forfeiture “can be 
perfected for minimal cost” compared to 
the “hundreds or thousands of dollars” 
and “years” needed for judicial forfeiture. 
Nowhere is there any recognition of the 
burden placed on innocent citizens 
stripped of their property, or of the 
erosion of their civil liberties. In fact, the 
rule argues that, because in the past the 
ATF could turn over requests for civil 
forfeiture to the Drug Enforcement 
Administration, there has been no 
change in “individual rights.” 

Instead of expanding the profit 
motive in policing, Attorney General Eric 
H. Holder Jr. should be working to 
eliminate it. 

-- Washington Times editorial by Nita 
Ghei, September 6, 2012 

DOJ OIG: “errors in judgment 
and management failures” 
permeated ATF and DOJ 

Operation "Fast and Furious," 
the undercover operation that allowed 
U.S. guns to be walked into Mexico, was 
a "risky strategy" that did not 
"adequately take into account the 
significant danger to public safety that it 
created." 

That was the conclusion today 
from the Office of the Inspector General, 
Department of Justice. 

The OIG investigation found 
that Attorney General Eric Holder was 
not aware of the strategy and tactics 
used in "Fast and Furious," and turned 
up no evidence that Holder tried to 
cover up the operation, or mislead 
Congress about it. Holder was held in 
contempt of Congress earlier this year 
for allegedly withholding documents 
about DOJ's "Fast and Furious" 
investigation from congressional 
investigators. 

The IG report did find that a 
misleading letter that the DOJ sent to 
Congress was "troubling" because 
senior officials who were involved in 
drafting it knew, or should have known, 
that reckless behavior had occurred. 


The OIG found an undercover 
operation to catch gun-runners on the 
Southwest border that quickly turned 
bad. 

Some of the 2,000 guns that 
made their way into Mexico as a result 
of "Operation Fast and Furious" were 
later recovered at crime scenes, 
including two found at the scene of the 
killing of U.S. Border Patrol Agent Brian 
Terry in December 2010. 

ATF lost track of most of the 
guns, few arrests were made, and yet 
"the purchasing activity by Operation 
Fast and Furious subjects continued 
unabated, individuals who had engaged 
in serious and dangerous criminal 
conduct remained at large, and the 
public was put in harm's way." 

The OIG investigation 
"revealed a series of misguided 
strategies, tactics, errors in judgment 
and management failures that 
permeated ATF Headquarters and the 
Phoenix Field Division, as well as the 
U.S. Attorney's Office for the District of 
Arizona and at the Headquarters of the 
Department of Justice." 

The report also details serious 
mistakes in DOJ's response to 
congressional inquiries about "Fast and 
Furious." The IG's review has 
recommended 14 Justice Department 
and ATF officials for disciplinary and 
administrative review, including the 
head of the Justice Department's 
Criminal Division, Assistant Attorney 
General Lanny Breuer. 

-abcnews.go.com Sep. 19, 2012 

ATF keeps “Fast and Furious” 
official, now working for J.P. 
Morgan, on payroll 

Mr. B. Todd Jones August 21,2012 
Acting Director 

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives 
99 New York Avenue, NE 
Washington, DC 20226 

Dear Acting Director Jones: 

It has come to our attention that AFT’s 
former Deputy Assistant Director for 
Field Operations, William McMahon, has 
recently obtained full-time employment 
in the private sector while remaining a 
full-time employee in ATF’s Office of 
Professional Responsibility....McMahon 
is also serving ... at J.P. Morgan in the 
Philippines.... 

Our report on Operation Fast 
and Furious released on July 31, 2012 
scrutinized the role McMahon played in 
the operation. We detailed his failure to 
supervise the activities of the Phoenix 
Field Division, his admitted failure to 
read important documents he was 
responsible for authorizing, and his false 




testimony regarding his role in 
authorizing applications for wiretaps... 

[The letter requests documents 
and answers to a number of questions 
about McMahon’s dual employment by 5 
pm September 4, 2012.] 

Signed, 

Darrell Issa, House of Representatives 
Charles Grassley, U.S. Senate 

Ed.: despite ATF’s misdeeds, 
we doubt that Congress will abolish 
reform or cut funding to that most 
criminal and unconstitutional agency. 

DOJ caught misapplying the 
law (again) 

(RALEIGH, N.C.) - A federal 
judge has overturned the conviction of a 
North Carolina man sent to prison after 
he was wrongly charged as a felon for 
possessing firearms. 

Federal law makes it a crime 
for anyone with a felony record to have 
a gun. But since 1994, federal 
prosecutors charged people in North 
Carolina with firearms possession even 
when their past offenses weren't serious 
enough to qualify them as felons under 
federal law. 

Senior U.S. District Judge 
James Fox on Thursday overturned the 
2009 firearms conviction of Terrell 
McCullum of Elizabethtown, N.C., 
declaring him innocent. 

Even while conceding the 
affected inmates were "legally innocent" 
of the crimes for which they were 
convicted, federal prosecutors still 
argued in court for keeping McCullum 
and those like him behind bars. 

That changed Monday, when 
the government dropped its opposition 
to releasing those improperly convicted 
of firearms possession when it was not 
illegal for them to have guns. 

"After careful consideration, the 
Department of Justice has decided to 
take a litigating position designed to 
accelerate relief for defendants in these 
cases who, by virtue of a subsequent 
court decision, are no longer guilty of a 
federal crime," said Justice Department 
spokeswoman Adora Andy. 

Reviews by federal public 
defenders in North Carolina and the 
USA Today newspaper identified more 
than 60 inmates whose circumstances 
are similar to McCullum. 

A preliminary review conducted 
by the American Civil Liberties Union of 
North Carolina found more than 3,000 
federal prisoners that are potentially 
innocent or entitled to reduced 
sentences. 

"This is an encouraging first 
step, but much more has to be done to 
obtain justice for those who were 


wrongly incarcerated," said Chris Brook, 
Legal Director of the ACLU of North 
Carolina Legal Foundation. "We 
continue to urge the Justice Department 
to take a proactive stance toward 
identifying and assisting all those who 
may be unjustly languishing in prison." 

-- "Misapplied N.C. gun law may lead to 
tossed sentences," AP Aug. 19, 2012 

National Eulogy 

“She was a beautiful country 
from sea to shining sea...America THE 
GREAT...America THE BRAVE. Her 
soldiers were faithful, her clergy served 
with honor. Her government was one of 
the BEST in the world with freedom of 
religion, freedom of speech, freedom of 
the press, and more. 

She was a great Democratic 
Republic, who opened her arms to the 
weak, the persecuted, the downtrodden. 
Her morals were of sterling quality. She 
did house evil-doers, traitors and 
madmen within her borders; still the 
world looked upon her as a 
predominantly Christian nation, a nation 
that sent out thousands of missionaries, 
helped the poor, guided the misguided. 
Moral sickness and SIN did infiltrate her 
at the beginning, though overall she 
held strongly to truth. Much was to her 
favor...until she turned from Jesus to 
worship the gods of humanism and 
materialism. Alas, the Eagle has fallen, 
the Eagle has fallen. 

‘Liberty and justice for all’ 
allowed her sickness to spread, even to 
the head and heart. She had ‘liberty and 
justice’, tolerance and compassion 
toward what the Lord calls 

‘ABOMINATION!’ America the GREAT - 
now America has fallen. Weep for her. 
Weep for her children who will be 

without a mother. America the great, 
America the beautiful, she locked God 
out of the Family, Church and State. 
America has gone to the grave." 

-- Circular from Aggressive Christianity, 
HC 60, Box 11 .Fence Lake, NM 87315 

Still the Best Hope: Why the 
World Needs American Values 
to Triumph 

In this visionary book, Dennis 

Prager, one of America's most original 

thinkers, contends that humanity 
confronts a monumental choice. The 
whole world must decide between 
American values and its two 
oppositional alternatives: Islamism and 
European-style democratic socialism. 

Prager—a bestselling author, 
columnist, and syndicated radio talk 
show host who is read and heard by 
millions of people—makes the case for 
the American value system as the most 


viable program ever devised to produce 
a good society. Those values are 
explained here more clearly and 
persuasively than ever before. 

"There are three ideas - or 
religions, if you will - competing for 
humanity’s allegiance: Leftism, 

Islamism, and Americanism,” Prager 
says. In Still the Best Hope: Why the 
World Needs American Values to 
Triumph, Prager argues that it is the 
American value system -- what he calls 
“the American Trinity” - that is the best 
system ever devised for making a good 
society. 

Still the Best Hope deals with 
three huge themes: The first is perhaps 
the most persuasive explanation for why 
Leftism has been and will always be a 
moral failure, despite its acknowledged 
appeal to many people of goodwill. The 
second explains why fundamentalist 
Islam, despite its historic and growing 
appeal, cannot make a good society. 
But Prager holds out hope for an open 
and tolerant Islam and explains why it 
will emerge from faithful American 
Muslims. The third is a singularly 
persuasive defense and explanation of 
what Prager calls the "American Trinity": 
liberty, values rooted in the Creator, and 
the melting-pot ideal. These values are 
inscribed on every American coin as 
"Liberty," "In God We Trust," and "E 
Pluribus Unum," and they are the 
reasons for America's greatness. 
Without them, America will cease to be 
an exceptional nation, and therefore 
cease to be America. 

Prager shows why these 
values can and must be adopted by 
every nation and culture in the world, 
why Americans must relearn and 
recommit to these values, and why 
America must vigorously export them. 
For if the world does not adopt 
American values, the result will be 
chaos and barbarism on an 
unprecedented scale. 

-- stores.dennisprager.com 

Dennis Prager's radio talk 
show is heard in Los Angeles on KRLA 
(AM 870) 9 a.m. to noon. 

Your disaster Go-bag 

One component of your 
disaster kit is your Go-bag. Put the 
following items together in a backpack 
or another easy to carry container in 
case you must evacuate quickly. 
Prepare one Go-bag for each family 
member and make sure each has an 
I.D. tag. You may not be at home when 
an emergency strikes so keep some 
additional supplies in your car and at 
work, considering what you would need 
for your immediate safety: 




Flashlight, Radio - battery 
operated, batteries, whistle, dust mask, 
pocket knife, emergency cash in small 
denominations & quarters for phone 
calls, sturdy shoes, a change of clothes 
and a warm hat, local map, some water 
and food, permanent marker, paper and 
tape, photos of family members & pets 
for re-identification purposes, list of 
emergency point-of-contact phone 
numbers, list of allergies to any drug 
(especially antibiotics) or food, copy of 
health insurance and ID cards, extra 
prescription eye glasses, hearing aid or 
other vital personal items, prescription 
medications and first aid supplies, 
toothbrush and toothpaste, extra keys to 
your house and vehicle, any special- 
needs items for children, seniors or 
people with disabilities. 

Don't forget to make a Go-bag 
for your pets. 

-- 72hours.org, San Francisco Dept, of 
Emergency Management 

Note: individual Go-bags are in 
addition to your household disaster kit. 
Experts recommend that you should be 
prepared to be self-sufficient for at least 
three days. 

Letters to the Editor 

Dear “Ed”, 

I was glad to see the 
comments from the incarcerated navy 
vet in the August issue. 

It inspires me to throw another 
$20 bill at the problem, so please “turn 
on” a couple more whenever you 
become aware of them. Sticking my 
thumb in some control-freak jailer’s eye 
feels good. 

Perhaps you could find out just 
what the hoops are that prisoners can’t 
quite jump through to subscribe on their 
own. Or maybe you already know and 
could write a commentary on it. The 
navy vet “having the money” but being 
unable to make payment, even in 
stamps, could use a bit of explanation - 
and might lead to others helping to 
expand NJM’s readership by their 
sponsorship. 

Today, with just about 
everything made illegal, we’re lucky not 
to all be in jail. 

Best regards always, 

AA, Texas 


USN Ret. 

Ed.: AA, (yes, we try to protect 
our reader’s identity from snoops at the 
Southern Poverty Law Center and 
elsewhere) the policy regarding a 
prisoner’s freedom to subscribe seems 
to vary from prison to prison and even 
from year to year. In the past he was 
permitted to pay with postage stamps. 
Now for some reason he can’t. In other 
prisons (see the letter below) prisoners 
are permitted to send us franked 
envelopes. Sometimes prisoners have 
friends or family subscribe on their 
behalf. 

* * * 

Dear NJM Staff, 

Hello! Enclosed are a few 
stamped envelopes. - It’s all I can send. 
They garnish my fifteen dollars a month 
stipend for court costs. I’ll continue to 
send more when I can. 

Please continue sending your 
newsletter to me. 

Thank you, 

BB, Midwest prisoner 

Semper avanti - Always forward 

* * * 

Dear Sirs, 

You guys put out an excellent 
newsletter. I enclosed a couple of Aid 
and Abet newsletters. If you need more 
let me know. We need to get after these 
politicians about these gun laws. This 
state is one of the most anti-2 nd 
Amendment states there is. 

There will be a “Let Freedom 
Ring” rally on Oct. 27 noon to 4:00 pm 
at the Salem County Fairgrounds in 
Woodstown, N.J. 

For Total Victory! 

Yahweh Bless 

CC, Camden County 

* * * 

NJM, 

Would you please identify the 
name of this technology that is causing 
prisoners to hear voices in their head, 
see visuals, and that manipulates their 
physical senses and dreams? Prisoners 
all over the United States are 
complaining about this illegal 
experiment. How is it being done? 

Thank you 

DD, Mountain prisoner 

DD, we hope you are not 
personally a victim. The best we could 


come up with is the ACLU’s National 
Prison Project, 125 Broad St., New 
York, NY 10004. 

Open Letter to RNC, DNC 

Dear Chairpersons: 

The tough times in America 
continue. Tens of millions of Americans 
are suffering diminished livelihoods. 

Against this background, what 
have the two parties done? This year 
they have each taken $18.2 million in 
taxpayer money for their national 
political conventions. The money comes 
from taxpayers via the "$3 Tax Check¬ 
off" found on tax return forms. 

Taxpayers are told that the 
money generally goes "to the 
Presidential Election Campaign Fund." 
Taxpayers are not told the first priority is 
funding for the party nominating 
conventions, not the general election 
nominees and primary election 
candidates. 

Taxpayers may not like funding 
political extravaganzas. They might not 
want their tax dollars associated with 
lavish corporate hospitality parties 
loaded with lobbyists lusting for special 
privileges. 

When your two parties 
established this slush fund, they tried 
lamely to justify the use of taxpayer 
contributions for the conventions by 
declaring that televised conventions 
were educational presentations; live 
democracy in action. That didn't pass 
the laugh test then or now. 

Pay for your own parties, your 
own liquor and your own entertainment. 

Return $36.4 million to the U.S. 
Treasury now. Or if you wish to receive 
some benefit from this modern version 
of "I'etat c'est moi," donate the money to 
the Tampa and Charlotte charities that 
are feeding the hungry poor and 
homeless. 

Should you not respond to this 
plea, which I am sure would be 
supported by the vast majority of the 
American people of all political 
persuasions, your conventions could be 
labeled the "Marie Antoinette cabal of 
2012." Surely, you remember what she 
suggested. 

Sincerely, 

Ralph Nader 3 August 2012 
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